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Described as a place where teens and adults can moke new frinnds. Avukln lﬂe is a mobilvo g(rnothal has more than 1.4 mifion daily

users. The game lets players create avirtual avatar (an ‘Avakin’), style it in fashionable outfits, buy and decorate pr

and

interact with others in communal spaces. It's this social aspect which has caused safety concems, with many parents and carars
unsure if the game s suitable for teenagers at all.
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Age Rating A
Ustedas 12+ on the i03 store {and ‘Teen’on 4
Googhe Play), AvokinLife asks lor a player's
oge ot the stort - but doesn't osk them to
varify It The gome siotes thot players found
tobe o differant oge to the one antered will
be banned, but ofl thot's needed to creats
anoccourt is anemail oddress, which
anyons conset up, This hos jed to coses of

odults entering the gome undar a folse
identity to groom chidren '
Avakin Life &s full of suggestive mdodm

them es. While the game itself leansintoldeos

of gambling (Users am encouraged 1o spin o

prize wheel for free coins each day) and

customising ovatars with revecling outfits and

seductive dance moves, the primary risks stem

from other users. The in-game chot can of ten

move onto sexual topics, while de pression,
wulclde, and disabiiltiss o discussed apenly.

Potential Addiction

Chat Function

‘Sociol spats’ where ‘Avokins gather, feature o
live chatwhich displays messoges publicly.
Anythingusers in thot vicinity say oppearson
everyone’s screen. Prolanity s storred out -
but users can still post hurtful or sexuci
messoges, or harass other players. When two
players becoma 'friends in tha gome, they can
then chat privately. I personal detalls ore
shared and conversation move s oway from the
gu-ms. thmreptauntu a clear risk
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In-Garne Spending

Although free to downlood and piay, Avakin
Life has two In-gome currencles Avacoins and
Gemas. Users am gifted smaoll amounts of these
asthey play - but ore also encouroged to buy
larger quantities of these fictional currencies
with rs ol money (with the incantive thotit
allows accens to more clothes, fumiture, etc),
Buying these bundies con cost up£35.99 with
the simpis press ofa couple ofbuttons

I MmO [momively muktiplayer online) games like this hove often roised worries over their oddictive gom eplay. Avakin Life employslots of techniques to prolong s cppool
Glamorous in-game rewards for playing, unlocking exotic new items and levelling upcan oll give a fealing of occomplishment that can quickly become constming ~ espacially

for those who aren'toware of the signs.
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Block and Report
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childor be put in he sams sockal space ogaln. Players mumww
 Foliow the on~screen pwnw ¢

these steps but selecting Report instead of ‘Block’
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Warn about Strangers

e mwmmu:mummammamug
. orlinecsitizinreci ifa. Ths

hos aless-than-stelior reputation
predators and scamme s mmum'ﬂwmub
teans obout howncteveryoneonline s who they ciaim, ond tﬁummm
A~ how to deoi with such situations if they occut Repor, report, repart! i

Disable Payment Methods
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Download it Yourself
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could try it yourself: see how it works ond ¥ youfeel it's safe if youre not convincad,
expiain that o your child. istan to whot they think about the game; discuss
alernatives that might be safet If o device hos parental controls that prevert

‘oge-restrl clad apps being downlooded, It's best to set themn up 0s soan oz possible.

’ Be Alert to Addiction

It you're womnted your chiid might be oddicted to an onfine gama, it's vitoly

important to intervene belore iYstoo ata. A child may become irritable whan nat
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goming aeidiction, it rmight be wise tolimi 5 ! an the gams.

gt s : : : » Ji

s easy 1o make an oocidental purchase on mobille garmes ke Avakin Life; ¢ hidren might not even reciise they're pending octuol money onin-game items. Ensure that whatewer
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webelie stotes you canopply fora relund.
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Meet Our Expert

Mark Foster has worksdinthe gamingintustry forflve yeorsosa
wiitar, editorond presenter. He isthe gaming editor of twoofthe
biggest garming news sites in the wond, UNLAD Goming ond
GAMINGDIble Starting gaming from a young ogewith fis

sl binge, he hos apossion for under starding haw games and

tac hwoik, but more importontiy howto moke them safe and fun,
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@ www.nationalonlinesafety.com
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